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Looking down the Rhymney Valley towards New Tredegar. The lady descending
the steps is in line with the track bed of the B & M Rhymney branch.
When the Editor visited this section where the railway tracks once were there
was washing front the houses opposite washing strung across the track bed!

THE AERONIAN XP - APRIL 2021 [12]
























MEDWAY QUEEN - Minesweeper penetrated the damaged

Dunkerque port and took off

men from a concrete jetty or

-‘j mole. Men were discharged at

= Ramsgate rather than Dover,

where the vessel was fuelled
and reprovisioned.

gear, and allocated pennant

number J 48 (N 48). She 3rd June an Order was given
served for the duration of that all ships were to leave
World War II in the 10th Dunkirk by 2.30 the following
Minesweeping Flotilla, morning. This was the
patrolling the Strait of Dover MEDWAY QUEEN’s seventh
and the English Channel. trip. In Dunkirk a destroyer
May 1940 and OPERATION moored astern of her was

driven forwards by an
explosion and smashed her
starboard paddle box. Despite
considerable damage the
MEDWAY QUEEN limped back
to Dover with 400 French
soldiers on board.

DYNAMO sae this ship [fitted
with a 12-pounder and two
machine guns.

TRIP 1 - soldiers taken off the
beaches by lifeboats and
ferried to the ship. Arrival at
Dover during an air raid, she

shot down a German aircraft Four awards for gallantry

outside the harbour. Also the were awarded, having shot

BRIGHTON BELLE ship sunk down three enemy aircraft,
after going over sunken made seven channel crossings
wreckage; the MEDWAY and rescued 7000 men.

QUEEN rescued all that ship’s Thus she earned the title of
crew and passengers. Thus "THE HEROINE OF DUNKIRK.”

heawl_'n_.r overloaded our naval In 1942 she was converted
heroine was able to berth. A
TRIP 2 - she took the soldiers ) PINg '9
, i ship, served out the war in
directly off the beach; this . :
: - this capacity, and was
required more skill, but was
) returned to her owners
much faster. On later trips, in January 1946
the MEDWAY QUEEN '
Q MORE IN THE NEXT ISSUE
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9K [26C] - NO NEWS FOR A WEEK!

The fastest train worked by footplatemen from 9K [26C]
was the 3.45 a.m. Manchester (Victoria) for Bolton,
Darwen, Nelson and Colne - but it wasn't for passengers!

Its ‘cargo’ was newspapers for these towns.

First part of this 'job” was for a footplate crew to sign
[the previous evening] at Crescent Road sheds and
work a parcels train to Stockport, then go the Red Bank
carriage sidings to collect the vans and then to proceed
to Platform 11 where the newspapers would be loaded.
The footplate crew would work this train as far
as Bolton where they would be relieved by another crew
from their shed who would take this train on to Colne.

The schedule for the Manchester to Bolton was 17 minutes -
faster than any other train between these places.
After negotiating the complex trackwork leaving Salford,
the driver had to go fast - and the fireman to
keep abreast of his driver's steam demands.

It was usual for the footplate crew to be offered
\'free samples’ by the newspaper men on arrival
Bolton: these copies were then taken back to 9K [26C].

Driver Tommy Sammon was booked on
for the Manchester to Bolton run and he
was determined to get to Bolton in
record time - according to his fireman
Tommy set off ‘like a bat out of hell.” On EEMERUE regular loco
arrival at Bolton Tommy went to the van to see the newspaper
staff and asked for his free copies. He was met by a
burly red-headed Scotsman who told Tommy in no uncertain
terms that as long as he drove the train like that,
he'd be getting no papers.

So, that week, the messroom at 9K [26C]was
devoid of its newspaper supply!
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resting on the chains. The weight of the wrought-ironworks in
each of the trusses is 460 ton, inclusive of the longitudinal and
cross girders weighing 130 tons.

No scaffolding was required in the erection of the superstructure

nor was there any interference with navigation for more than a

single tide. The truss was made so that it could be divided into

parts, each of which could be lifted separately and quickly For

the operation of lifting, Brunel used chain purchases worked by

crabs. The tube was temporarily stiffened to enable it to carry
its own weight when suspended by the two ends.

The truss was assembled on staging on the west bank of the
river, and rolled forward on multiple-wheeled trolleys until its
end overhung a pontoon consisting of six wrought-iron barges.
As the tide rose, the pontoon floated with the end of the tube
resting on it. To guide it in a straight line across the main
channel, hawsers were anchored on the bank upstream and
downstream, and were led to crabs on the pontoon, so that by
hauling on either hawser the tube was kept on its right course.
Spring tides at Chepstow rise 40 feet and there is a rapid
current except for a very short time. As the pontoon moved

across the river, the trolley carrying the other end of the tube
moved forward until it reached the base of the pier.

The floating took place on 8th April 1852 - the operation started
shortly after 9 that morning. 45 minutes later the pontoon had
reached the other side safely, and the tube spanned the river.
The work was carried out under Brunel’s personal direction. As
soon as the pontoon reached the further shore, the chains of the
lifting tackle were attached. The tube was lifted during the
course of the day, one end at a time to the level of the railway,
and afterwards to its place on the top of the piers, when the
suspension chains and the rest of the truss were attached to it.
The second tube was floated in a similar manner to the first,
and the second track over the bridge was brought into use
on 18th April 1853. The South Wales Railway
was converted to standard gauge in 1872,
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